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John Musca

Attorney
John Musca

Selected Super Lawyers® 2012
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Broward County Bar Association
1051 SE 3rd Avenue

Fort Lauderdale, FL 33316
954.764.8040

letter from the president 

The percentage of attorneys practicing 
in Broward County who are members 
of the BCBA has hovered in the low 
2000’s as far back as anyone can 
remember. Building on the creative 
and determined efforts of the last 
few membership committees, this 
year Membership Committee Chairs, 
Gary Singer and Gary Landau, have 
worked with Braulio Rosa and our 
other professional staff to increase 
membership from 2100 in 2010 to over 
2900 this year. With the help of other 
Board members, they have gone to the 
root of the problem by signing up law 
school students and first year attorneys 
and then holding events for them to 

introduce to them the benefits of BCBA membership in order to develop a culture 
of belonging right from the start of their careers. Jeff Harris and Ken Hassett have 
developed new programs to make membership meaningful to Assistant State 
Attorneys and Public Defenders, as well as other government-employed attorneys. 
 
I am “preaching to the choir” to those of you who receive this magazine for two 
reasons. The first is to urge you to renew your membership now for the new year 
which begins July 1, 2014. Every year we lose existing members who forget 
to renew because they put it off until “next month”. We are learning that some 
associates and even partners of big firms assume that their membership is being 
renewed by their office managers, only to learn that it slipped through the cracks. 
When you see the email to renew in the next few weeks, take five minutes to do 
it that day. Somehow we never seem to get back to those saved emails. If you are 
in a firm where someone else is responsible for your renewal, take five minutes to 
contact them to make sure that it gets done.
 
The second reason is to remind you of the many benefits of membership in the BCBA 
so you can take full advantage of them and so you can encourage nonmembers to 
join. The most obvious reasons for membership are access to the many inexpensive 
CLE’s for every practice section and the reduced attendance fees at functions such 
as Small Solo dinners, Law Day (May 2), Raising the Bar for family lawyers (April 
11), the recent 4th DCA reception and the many other opportunities to network and 
to mingle with our judges. Our Lawyer Referral Service provides a steady stream 
of new business to our members. Members can buy units to the Clerk’s Premium 
Access service in small quantities. Bench Bar and Clerk Bar committee members 
have direct access to those who run our court system. Our website lists discounts 
at local legal and retail merchants available to our members.
 
The more members we have, the greater the number and quality of programs 
and benefits we can offer. And then there is the most important reason of all - 
as attorneys we have a responsibility to be involved in the legal community to 
strengthen the quality of legal service to the citizens of Broward County.    

Alan S. Fishman

2013 - 2014
BCBA Officers

Alan S. Fishman - President
John G. Jordan - President Elect

Robin S. Moselle - Treasurer
Charles A. Morehead, III - Secretary
Deborah FitzGerald - Past President
Braulio N. Rosa - Executive Director

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

NORTHEAST
Michael Kean
Thomas Oates

Jerome R. Siegel

NORTHWEST
Gary Landau

WEST
Donald E. Fucik
Gary M. Singer

Russell M. Thompson

CENTRAL
Michael A. Fischler 

Jeffrey Harris
Jose Izquierdo

Edwina V. Kessler
Jay Kim

Michael Leader
Steve Lubell

SOUTHWEST
Kenneth P. Hasssett

SOUTHEAST
Anita Paoli

Jeffrey Solomon
Laura Varela

JUDICIAL REPRESENTATIVE
The Honorable Jeffrey R. Levenson

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
Braulio N. Rosa



6  |  April 2014 Broward County Bar assoCiation Barrister

St. Thomas More Society of South Florida

25th Annual Red Mass, Reception & Dinner

Wednesday, June 4, 2014

Red Mass Celebrated by Archbishop Thomas G. Wenski
5:30 P.M.

St. Anthony Catholic Church
901 N.E. 2nd Street

Ft. Lauderdale, Florida

Complimentary Reception - 7:00 P.M.
Dinner – 8:00 P.M.

Marriott Harbor Beach Resort
3030 Holiday Drive

Ft. Lauderdale, Florida

Guest Speaker: Harry James Towey, President, Ave Maria University

Archbishop McCarthy Award Recipient: Honorable William P. Dimitrouleas, United 
States District Court, Southern District of Florida.

$ 125.00 per person

Limited Seating/Reservations only/Reservations Deadline is May 28, 2014

Mail Checks, made payable to “St. Thomas More Society”, to:

Thomas M. Cubit, Esq., Treasurer
727 N.E. 3rd Avenue, Suite # 201
Fort Lauderdale, FL  33304-2646

Telephone: 954-525-9350 and Telecopier: 954-525-9355

Professionalism Seminar – 3 Florida Bar CLE Credits
[Date to be announced.]

FOR MORE INFORMATION ABOUT THE ST. THOMAS MORE SOCIETY, 
VISIT THE WEBSITE AT WWW.REDMASS.COM.  
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Last month was a busy month for YLS, as we again focused our efforts on 
pro bono work and giving back to the community.  For instance, members 
of our board and organization dedicated several hours to working at the 
Legal Aid Hotline and we partnered with NEXT to network and raise funds 
for the Legal Aid Summer Fellow Scholarship Fund.  Thank you to all of 
our members who participated in our organization’s efforts last month to 
advocate and do pro bono work.

Coming up this month, on Friday, April 4th, YLS will hold our Breakfast 
with the Judges event in the law library at the Broward County Courthouse.  
The breakfast is catered and is $25.00 per person (free for all judiciary).  
Space is limited so please RSVP to Eric Rosen via email at esr@kulaw.com.  

Shortly thereafter, on April 17th, YLS will hold its Annual Election Meet-
ing/Luncheon at noon at the Tower Club.  All members in good standing in 
the Broward County Bar Association Young Lawyers Section are eligible 
to run for a position on the YLS Board of Directors per our Bylaws as long 
as: (1) the member will not have attained the age of thirty-six (36) by July 
1, 2014; or (2) the member has not begun his/her sixth (6th) year follow-
ing the first date of admission to the highest court of any state.  Also, YLS 
members interested in running for a position must be present at this meet-
ing/luncheon, and only YLS members in good standing are eligible to vote.  
The cost to attend the luncheon is $25.00 per person, and you may RSVP to 
the Broward Bar at www.browardbar.org and click on the upcoming events 
calendar.

Looking forward to May, on Thursday, May 15th, YLS will host its annual 
Judicial Reception from 5:30 to 7:30 p.m. at the New River Rotunda in 
downtown Fort Lauderdale.  This is a special event, as every member of 
the Broward County judiciary, as well as every judge sitting on the Fourth 
District Court of Appeals, has been hand-delivered a special invitation to 
this reception being held in their honor.  In addition, all Broward County 
Bar Association members should have already received a postcard invita-
tion for the event. Please contact Eric Rosen, at esr@kulaw.com for further 
information, including sponsorship opportunities.  

Finally, YLS is looking for nominees for our annual Paul May Professional-
ism in Practice award.  A nomination application is posted on our website at 
www.browardbar.org/yls, which provides all the qualifications and details 
for the award. 

If anyone has any questions about joining YLS or running for a board posi-
tion, please feel free to call me at 954-522-2200, or email me at marissa.
pullano@brinkleymorgan.com.   As always, it is an honor to serve the com-
munity and our profession this year as the YLS President.  I look forward to 
seeing you at our April programs and events.   

2013-2014 BCBA
Young Lawyers’ Section

OFFICERS
Marissa Pullano - President

Liza Smoker Faw - President Elect
Tobi Lebowitz - Treasurer

Jeffrey M. Wank - Secretary
Meghan Clary - Past President

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Jamie D. Alman

Lauren M. Alperstein
Todd L. Baker
Eric S. Rosen

Sara M. Sandler
Jonathan H. Stief
Lindsay M. Timari

Anthony H. Quackenbush
Cherie Smith Valbrun

Drew Vogt
Kelly M. Vogt

Stacy R. Weissman
JUDICIAL REPRESENTATIVES

The Honorable Stacy Ross
The Honorable Cynthia Imperato

Marissa J. Pullano, President

Walter G. “Skip” Campbell
954.763.8181

  
Lorna E. Brown-Burton

954.463.8322
 

Jay Cohen
954.763.6939

 
Adam Glenn Rabinowitz

954.764.7060
 

Diana Santa Maria
954.434.1077
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West Cypress Creek Road
6606 North Andrews Avenue • Fort Lauderdale, Florida 33309

Ph: 954.598.7900 • ww.alpinejaguar.com

Damian Polgar 
Executive Direct Sales 

Cell: 954.609.6621
Direct: 954.202.8304

TF: 800.493.0851
dpolgar@alpinejaguar.com

Turn your daily commute  
into a guilty pleasure…

Philip Franchina
General Sales Manager
pfranchina@alpinejaguar.com

www.shirtsrus.biz • sru1861@aol.com

NO MINIMUMS!
RUSH ORDERS!
NO MINIMUMS!
RUSH ORDERS!

Bar & Bat Mitzvahs • Synagogues • Special OccasionsBar & Bat Mitzvahs • Synagogues • Special Occasions

1861 S. State Road 7 • Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33317
Tel.: 954-964-6800 • Tel.: 954-456-6800 • Fax: 954-358-5288

email: sru1861@aol.com

1861 S. State Road 7 • Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33317
Tel.: 954-964-6800 • Tel.: 954-456-6800 • Fax: 954-358-5288

email: sru1861@aol.com

Serving the community for 20 years!Serving the community for 20 years!

Over 10,000 promotional Items to help grow
your business or fundraising for your organization.

Over 10,000 promotional Items to help grow
your business or fundraising for your organization.

SE HABLA
ESPAÑOL
SE HABLA
ESPAÑOL

Saturday, April 12, 2014
at the

Bienes Center for the Arts at St. Thomas Aquinas
2801 SW 12th Street, Fort Lauderdale, Florida

Reception - 7:15 p.m.
Comedy Show - 8:15 p.m.

Featuring Don Gavin, The Godfather of Boston Comedy
& Steve Sweeney, The King of Boston Comedy

A Night of Comedy Benefitting the 
Innocence Project of Florida

Tickets available at www.FloridaInnocence.org
$100 - General Public 

$50 - Government Employees & Students

Detective John Curcio will be honored with the Frank Lee Smith 
Innocence Award and several Florida DNA exonerees will be 

present throughout the evening.
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By: Victor P. DeBianchi, Jr. 

Victor P. DeBianchi, Jr. 
Co-Chair Elder Law 
Section, 35 year member of 
the Florida Bar and BCBA.  
BCBA Past President and 
former Chair of Probate of 
the Broward County Bar 
Association. Mr. DeBianchi 
can be reached at his office 
Victor P.DeBianchi, Jr., 
P.A.,  vdebianchi@aol.com 
or 954-929-6666.

It is my honor to serve this year again (I 
think I should stop counting how many) 
as the Co-Chair of the Elder Law Section 
with long-time Chair Arlene Lakin who 
is certified in Elder Law and one of the 
foremost specialists in this field in the 
State of Florida.  After nearly 35 years as 
attorney and past President of the BCBA 
I have begun to wonder when I cease 
saying I am “middle aged” and begin 
to think I am embarking on my “elder” 
years.  Though I am the new kid on the 
block compared to some of the readers 
and I still respond to “young man” when 
I am called, I know I am late in the third 
quarter of a blessed career as an attorney 
and member of the BCBA.

I had another honor this past year volun-
teering and participating with the NSU 
Law School Class of 2013. I met with 
three third year students wherein I was 
the presumptive client and they were 
my attorneys. I am grateful it was a free 
consultation because I certainly would 
not be able to afford the hourly rate of 
consulting three attorneys at one time. I 
was fortunate that Michael Sharp, Jason 
Thomassy and Kim Tran reduced their 
“hourly fee” to $200.00 in return for the 
quid pro quo of their becoming student 
members of the BCBA until such time 
as they pass the Bar ( hopefully be on 
the first try) and then to enjoy their first 
year of  attorney membership at no cost. 
In my opinion we can rest assured that 
the torch is being passed to a fine and 
extremely intelligent new generation of 
attorneys who stand on the shoulders of 
the giants past and take their places with 
dignity, pride and professionalism. 

As attorneys and client, we discussed El-
der Law; Guardianship and Probate, and 
specifically  how to avoid Guardianship 
and how to avoid Probate. The best way 
to avoid probate is to simply not die; I 
think the second best way is to spend 
your money and enjoy your assets, not 
leaving a big estate, although I know for 
most of us with families including my-
self this is not an option. We all know the 
ways to avoid probate are through a Re-
vocable Living Trust and/or joint own-
ership of property or titling our assets 
with beneficiaries. The best way to avoid 
a Guardianship is with advanced direc-
tives; lesser restrictive means including 
but not limited to a Durable Power of At-
torney (remember they were revised in 
October 2011 and we had all those sell-
out seminars where our three Probate 
Judges hosted); Health Care Surrogate 
and Living Will. During my interview I 
came to realize that a young person, even 
a very young person is a candidate for 
an “elder law” attorney.  Families with 
children with special needs although far 
from elderly will require the expertise 
of an attorney familiar with ways to as-
sist. The  question arises as to whether 
the individual is capable of signing the 
lesser restrictive documents or whether 
a Guardianship or Guardian Advocate 
is required. Government benefits and 
job opportunities through various agen-
cies and companies also needs to be dis-
cussed. Finally we discussed whether it 
is best to actually create a Guardianship 
rather than to avoid one.

As the interview continued we discussed 
a Will with Testamentary Trusts for mi-

nors vs. a Revocable Living Trust. Some-
times avoiding probate should not be our 
main goal. We discussed Federal Estate 
Tax and although my character was close 
he was out of reach of that situation. We 
also discussed Medicaid and VA benefits 
for my character’s aged parents who 
were in their 80’s and 90’s. When tax 
issues were brought up they quickly in-
structed me to discuss that with my CPA 
as well. I was told to include a disposi-
tive list attached to my documents for 
bequests of personal property and to in-
clude a copy of my pre-arranged funeral/
burial/cremation plans with my estate 
document and advanced directives. It 
was suggested I make an informal list 
of my assets with some back up docu-
mentation such as recent statements to 
become a part of the package as well.  

At the conclusion of the consultation I 
was given an appointment to return to 
execute my documents and given a lec-
ture on how I must “fund” my Trust and 
the consequences of if I did not do so 
which would defeat the whole purpose. I 
believe I left the meeting a better person 
and hope to think my “attorneys” did as 
well.  

ELDER LAW:  
NOT JUST ABOUT  

THE ELDERLY 
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Apply Now Visit Our Website

Florida Lawyers Mutual Insurance Company’s directors, 
officers and staff thank its policyholders and The Florida Bar 

leaders and members who shared the vision 25 years ago.

1989
Officers

Ray Ferrero, Jr. – President/Chairman
John F. Harkness, Jr. – Secretary/Treasurer

Directors

Anita M. Bock
Donald L. Braddock

Benjamin L. Bryan, III
Philip Allan Disque
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William E. Loucks
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Clyde H. Wilson, Jr.

2014
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William E. Loucks – President  

Ava K. Doppelt – Secretary
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Directors

Kimberly A. Bald
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C. Gary Williams
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Women Leaders in the Law
Inaugural Annual

Broward County Bar Association &
Broward County Women Lawyers’ Association

•	 April 17, 2014, 4 p.m. - 6:30 p.m.
 GENERAL COUNSEL
 Carmen Johnson, JM Family
•	 July 17, 2014, 3:30 p.m. - 6:30 p.m.
 JUDICIAL PANEL
 Judge Renee Goldenberg, 17th Circuit
 Judge Laurel Myerson Isicoff, US Bankruptcy Court
 Judge Robin Rosenbaum, US Southern District Court of FLA
•	 October 8, 2014, 4 p.m. - 6:30 p.m. 
 MANAGING & SENIOR PARTNERS
 Adele Stone, Fowler White Boggs
 Michele Cummings, Gray Robinson, PA
 Stephanie Toothaker, Tripp Scott

An annual series developed by the BCBA and the BCWLA 
to inspire and guide women attorneys who strive to reach 
the top of their field.  The panels were developed to provide 
perspectives from successful women who are leaders in the 
law.  CLE (pending) followed by networking Happy Hour!

For information, contact:
Felicia Zayne at felicia@browardbar.org or 954-832-3618

In February, the Broward County Bar Association announced 
its election for the open seats on the 2014 -2015 Board of 
Directors.  All candidates ran unopposed. Congratulations to 
the incoming Officers, re-elected Board Members, and newly 
elected Board Members.

Incoming Officers
John G. Jordan, President

Robin S. Moselle, President Elect
Charles A. Morehead III, Treasurer

Thomas Oates, Secretary
Alan S. Fishman, Past President

Re-elected  Board Members
 Central: Michael A. Fischler
 Central: Jose Izquierdo
 Northeast: Michael Kean
 West: Gary M. Singer
 Southeast: Jeff Solomon 
 Southeast: Laura Varela

Newly Elected Board Members
 Central: William R. Clayton
 Northeast: M. Ross Shulmister

On June 19, 2014, the new Officers and Directors of the Broward 
County Bar Association will be installed at the BCBA’s Annual 
Meeting and Installation Dinner, which will take place at the 
Hyatt Pier 66, 2301 SE 17th Street, Fort Lauderdale.
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SEMiNOlE MiDDlE SCHOOl  
DECAl prOGrAM 

4tH ANNUAl ViSit tO tHE
BrOWArD COUNtY  

COUrtHOUSE
For the 4th consecutive year, Judge Towbin Singer 
and Andrea Ruth Gundersen, Esq. coordinated and 
hosted the 4th Annual Courthouse Tour for the stu-
dents from Seminole Middle School DECAL Pro-
gram from Plantation, Florida.  The students had the 
opportunity to spend the day at the Broward County 
Courthouse to see how the judicial system that they 

have been studying in class works in practice.   This year 131 students participated in the trip, which included observations 
of hearings, presentations by the CSI Crime Lab and a Direct/Cross Examination workshop.  With the cooperation of Judge 
Towbin Singer and her fellow jurists including, Judge(s) Singhal, Bidwill, Rosenthal, Siegel, Scherer and Orlando, the students 
were able to observe various phases of court ranging from plea hearings, and various motions to sentencing.   
 
Some of the judges who participated in the courtroom observations this year were gracious enough to take the time out of their 
docket to address the students and answer any questions they may have and explain the process of what was occurring in their 
respective courtrooms.   Members of the BCBA including Kirstin Bianculli, Michelle Medrano, Michael Hersh, Karol Pierce, 
Carol Lynn Kendall, Michael Rajtar, Richard Castillo, Tobi Lebowitz, Leonore Greller and Marcia Evoy graciously volunteered 
their time to act as “guides” to escort the students during their courtroom observations and to answer any questions the students 
might have.  It was a pleasure to see the enthusiasm from the students, who were able to see how the curriculum they have 
been learning in class is applied in practice and to highlight the work that the judiciary and the staff of the Seventeenth Judicial 
Circuit are involved with on a day to day basis.  

 

GOLD SPONSORS 

 
 
 

 

LAW FIRM SPONSORS 

Diana Castrillon (right) presents 
Judge Kathryn Pecko (left) with a 
Distinguished Service Award at the 
post-event reception to honor her 
leadership and service on the bench. 
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We’re changing Florida’s  
energy today to create a better  

tomorrow for all of us.

www.FPL.com

FOR MODERN TIMES, A CLASSIC BANK.®

CONTACT:  JEFFREY GINOCCHI, SVP| (954) 812 - 3850
       BRUCE HECKER, EVP    | (954) 768 - 5971

VISIT:    SABADELLMORTGAGE.COM

WITH OUR COMPETITIVE LOW RATES. 

YOUR DREAM HOME DESERVES 
A DREAM MORTGAGE. 

Sabadell® is a registered mark of Banco de Sabadell, S.A. used by Sabadell United Bank, N.A. © 2014 Sabadell United Bank, N.A., a subsidiary of Banco de Sabadell, S.A. 
all rights reserved. Sabadell United Bank™ is a trademark and service mark of Banco Sabadell, S.A. Banco Sabadell® is a registered trademark and service mark of Banco 
de Sabadell, S.A.

Dr. Ann Monis, P.A. for All Your Clinical & Forensic Needs! 
20 Psychologists & LCSWs (English, Spanish, Hebrew & 
Russian). Dr. Ann is a Qualified Parent Coordinator; Florida 
Supreme Court Certified Family Mediator; 17th Circuit Expert 
in Substance Abuse, Violence Risk, Psychosexual Evaluations, 
& Parenting. www.drannmonis.com

OFFICE SPACE SUBLEASE
Class A Office Building. Just North of 595 on Pine Island Road
Suite for 3 attorneys, has opening for one attorney and secretary
Share conference, reception, file and break room
First year rent approx., $1000/month
Thereafter approx. $1300/month. Available in July, 2014
 Contact Edward F. Holodak, Esq., 954-927-3436
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Raising the Bar
Family Law Annual Seminar

April 11, 2014 • 8:30 a.m. – 4:30 p.m.

8:30 - 9:00 Registration
9:00 - 4:30 Includes breakfast and lunch

4:30 - 5:30 Cocktail Reception

$125 BCBA Members • $150 Non-Members

Renaissance Hotel, Fort Lauderdale, Florida 
1617 SE 17th Street, Fort Lauderdale

To register: www.browardbar.org/calendar/ or 
Felicia Zayne (954)832-3618 or felicia@browardbar.org

Sponsorship Opportunities Available

www.BossReporting.comwww.BossReporting.com
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By: Sharon Lazarus

Social networks are all about rela-
tionships. They are about connect-
ing and, in many cases, discovering 
who is connected to whom.  They 
are about building connections and 
building rapport. Business develop-
ment is all about relationships.  At 
its core, social networking, like busi-
ness development, is about develop-
ing relationships between an organi-
zation’s representatives and its target 
audiences. But then, why aren’t more 
lawyers utilizing social media to de-
velop business?

Lawyers routinely say that LinkedIn 
is meant for business, while other so-
cial media platforms, like Facebook, 
Twitter and blogs, are for socializing 
with friends. LinkedIn has exploded 
in popularity over the last few years, 
due in large part to its ability to help 
professionals identify, qualify, and 
engage potential clients. However, 
LinkedIn is not the only platform 
available to lawyers who want to get 
in the social networking game, and 
those with this narrow mindset are 
missing the wider changes in attitude 
towards work and business that social 
networks like Facebook, and Twitter 
are providing.

Don’t get me wrong. As a lawyer, you 
should definitely use LinkedIn. Build 
an impressive profile, connect with 
those you meet on and off-line, and 
share or comment on items of inter-
est. But don’t stop there! Rather than 
be guided by arbitrary thoughts that 
tell you one social media platform is 
for business and another is for plea-

sure, pick another platform that ex-
cites you and begin building relation-
ships. There are a number of social 
media platforms available to help an-
alyze, organize and develop business 
prospects. Use Twitter (tweet), start a 
blog, or connect on Facebook to learn 
more about the people you know, and 
people who you want to know better, 
in your business development efforts. 
Moreover, rather than getting stuck 
on buzz words and sales to build your 
profile, think about business develop-
ment - build relationships and expand 
your social reach. 

Create a blog: Blogging is one of 
the best ways to engage others, es-
tablish increased value, and develop 
relationships. Blogging is one of the 
most basic aspects of social media - 
the goal is to establish oneself as an 
expert, increase name recognition, 
and eventually develop continued 
readership. You can do that by curat-
ing and sharing relevant information 
and insight. When news breaks that 
affects your practice areas, you can 
quickly respond through social me-
dia and have a real-time voice in on-
line discussions. Through your blog, 
you can explain your thoughts and 
ideas in a way that speaks to your tar-
get market, and it will become easier 
for you to do so during a consultation 
or client meeting. If you make a com-
mitment to keeping your blog timely 
and relevant, you will increase your 
exposure to people who are search-
ing the Internet for answers to their 
questions. The more content you are 
able to create that is relevant to a par-

ticular topic, the more online “turf” 
you are going to cover, and it will 
be much more likely that an inter-
ested prospect will continue turn to 
you, rather than another lawyer, for  
advice. 

Tweet: When compared to the other 
social media sites that lawyers use, 
Twitter offers the most varied net-
working opportunities. On Linke-
dIn, most people connect only with 
friends, family and colleagues (i.e., 
people they already know), and use 
it mainly as a professional network, 
without much socializing. Twitter, 
on the other hand, provides access 
to people you do not know across 
the globe. By “tweeting,” lawyers 
can send short (140 characters) mes-
sages that are seen by a wide range 
of people, including potential clien-
tele.  Lawyers should “tweet” about 
their practice area, legal opinions, 
and changes in the law. Although, it 
is important to note that certain rules 
and restrictions from the Bar do ap-
ply. It is best to familiarize yourself 
with the latest rulings on attorneys’ 
use of social media before making a 
post about your practice. 
Twitter also provides attorneys with 
a forum to connect with other attor-
neys and legal professionals. By fol-
lowing other colleagues’ “tweets,” 
lawyers can keep up with current le-
gal trends and engage each other via 
Twitter to problem solve or discuss 
legal matters. By being able to con-
nect with other colleagues, lawyers 
can increase their knowledge base 
and efficiently problem solve. Most 

Social Media
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importantly, to build deeper relation-
ships from Twitter, lawyers should 
check out the profile pages (on 
LinkedIn) of their Twitter followers, 
and share what others Tweet on their 
news feeds. Re-tweeting others’ con-
tent will help you get to know your 
followers. Finding a balance between 
sharing things you enjoy, conversing 
with others, re-tweeting your favorite 
posts and sharing interesting infor-
mation, is all part of building your 
presence online. By sharing valuable 
information via Twitter, lawyers can 
engage with a wide range of people, 
and build relationships with a broad-
er array of potential clientele. 
Connect offline: Online, network 
with professionals you meet on Twit-
ter, via LinkedIn or blogging. If you 
meet people and make new connec-
tions through blogging and tweeting, 
connect with them on LinkedIn, send 
them an email, or reach out to them 

via telephone. Try to get together for 
lunch or coffee. Offline, attend dif-
ferent events that are relevant to your 
interests.  Social media should be 
treated as a supplement to traditional 
networking, as nothing can compare 
to real life face-to-face interaction. 
Attending industry conferences or 
charitable events, as well as getting 
out of the office for coffee or lunch is 
vital to build relationships and busi-
ness development. The core purpose 
of these social networking tactics is 
to build and foster interpersonal re-
lationships, which requires offline 
communications to grow.
As technology continues to change 
the world, the underlying principles 
of business-development remain un-
changed. You need a human element 
or a network of values. The key is 
to keep the relationship meaningful. 
You need people who care about and 
trust the information you share on-

line. A potential client will not hire 
you unless he or she feels that you are 
trustworthy and can deliver results. A 
properly managed social media cam-
paign can help build confidence by 
communicating a lawyer’s charac-
ter and reputation to potential client. 
Over time, once you have developed 
a trusting relationship, the business 
conversion almost becomes a natural 
byproduct. 

Shanon Lazarus is an Attorney 
and the Marketing and Business 
Development Coordinator with 
Kelley Kronenberg, a national 
full-service law firm. She is 
skilled in the development and 
implementation of social media 
strategies, digital marketing 
and branding and relationship 
building efforts via social media 
platforms. She can be reached 
at (954) 370-9970 or slazarus@
kelleykronenberg.com. 

Lewis Brisbois Welcomes New Partners 
to its Commercial Litigation Practice

200 S.W. 1st Avenue, Suite 910  •  Fort Lauderdale, FL 33301  •  LewisBrisbois.com

Ken Joyce
Ken.Joyce@lewisbrisbois.com

Stacy Schwartz
Stacy.Schwartz@lewisbrisbois.com
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EVENT SPONSOR 

 
 
 

GOLD SPONSORS 

SILVER SPONSORS 

 

Bob Kelley, Judge Burton Conner, Robert Weill 
and Gordon James. 

Judge Bernard Bober, Linda Conahan—past BCBA 
President, Deborah FitzGerald—Immediate Past 
BCBA President, and Jeff Solomon—BCBA Board 
Member. 

Glenn Waldman, Michael Hersh, and Sarah Lis. 

Kristin Biancullio and Judge 
Melanie May. 

Braulio Rosa, BCBA Executive 
Director and Nancy Stuparich, 
FLMIC—Annual BCBA Spon-
sor. 
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Lawyer practicing in the 
Fort Lauderdale area 
since 1974. She may be 
contacted at 954-771-
0606 or by e-mail at 
NLHappeals@aol.com. 
For more information, see 
NancyLittleHo mann.
com.

SUPREME COURT: NON ECO-
NOMIC DAMAGES CAPS IN MEDI-
CAL MALPRACTICE WRONGFUL 
DEATH CASE UNCONSTITUTION-
AL
In a lengthy and long-awaited decision, 
a split supreme court held that section 
766.118, Florida Statutes, violates the 
Equal Protection Clause of the Florida 
Constitution.  The decedent, who died 
as a result of medical negligence after 
childbirth, left behind three surviving 
family members.  A federal jury found 
they were entitled to a total of two mil-
lion dollars in non economic damages, 
but the trial court reduced that verdict to 
one million based on the statutory cap 
limiting total non economic damages 
to one million dollars regardless of the 
number of claimants. The Eleventh Cir-
cuit affirmed but certified to the Florida 
Supreme Court the question of whether 
the statute violated any Florida constitu-
tional provisions.  

The supreme court found that the stat-
ute violated equal protection guarantees 
because it imposed “unfair and illogical 
burdens on injured parties” where the 
negligence gives rise to multiple claim-
ants who, because of “arbitrarily dimin-
ished compensation,” do not receive the 
same rights to full compensation as do 
other parties.  The court, in applying the 
rational basis test, further found that the 
statutory cap failed to meet that test and 

did not bear a “rational relationship to 
the stated purpose that the cap is pur-
ported to address, the alleged medical 
malpractice insurance crisis in Florida.”  
Estate of McCall v. United States of 
America, 39 Fla. L. Weekly S104 (Fla. 
March 13, 2014).

SUPREME COURT: ABSENT PREJ-
UDICE TO INSURER, INSURED’S 
BREACH OF COMPULSORY MED-
ICAL EXAM POLICY PROVISION 
DOES NOT RESULT IN FORFEI-
TURE OF UM BENEFITS
Answering a certified question from 
the Fifth District sitting en banc, the 
supreme court held, 5-2, that a compul-
sory medical exam provision in an unin-
sured motorist policy is not a condition 
precedent to coverage.  Rather, in the 
UM context, it is a post-loss obligation 
of the insured.  As a result, an insured 
who breaches such a provision does not 
automatically forfeit benefits.  The in-
surer has the burden to prove, if it can, 
that it was prejudiced by the insured’s 
breach.  State Farm Mutual Automobile 
Insurance Company v. Curran, 39 Fla. L. 
Weekly S122 (Fla. March 13, 2014).

DISCHARGED ATTORNEY EN-
TITLED TO CHARGING LIEN 
DESPITE FACT THAT NEW AT-
TORNEY MAY HAVE DONE MORE 
WORK IN ACHIEVING SETTLE-
MENT

An attorney was discharged after be-
ginning work and conducting discov-
ery in a crashworthiness case, because 
the client wanted a “more aggressive” 
lawyer.  Years later, after the new law-
yer achieved a very large settlement, 
the first lawyer filed a motion to enforce 
his charging lien for the work he had 
done.  Although it was stipulated that the 
amount of the lien was reasonable, the 
trial court denied him any recovery be-
cause it found his efforts “were dwarfed 
by the subsequent efforts of subsequent 
counsel.” The Third District granted cer-
tiorari, holding that a client’s desire to 
hire a more aggressive lawyer does not 
deprive the initially discharged attorney 
of entitlement to be paid for his or her 
work, and that “this would make charg-
ing liens all but superfluous.”  Courtney 
v. Hall-Edwards, 39 Fla. L. Weekly D540 
(Fla. 3d DCA March 12, 2014).    

By Nancy Little Hoffman

Nancy Little Hoffmann 
is a Board-Certified 
Appellate Lawyer 
practicing in the Fort 
Lauderdale area since 
1974. She may be 
contacted at 954-771-
0606 or by e-mail 
at NLHappeals@
aol.com. For more 
information, see Nancy 
LittleHoffmann.com.

Recent
Developments

in the Law
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 American Democracy and the Rule of Law: Why Every Vote Matters: this year’s Law 
Day theme highlights the importance of a fundamental American right which is guar-
anteed by the Constitution: the right to vote. As Americans, attorneys, and legal profes-
sionals, we should all not only cherish this right, but exercise it and educate others, so 
that this most precious right is never forgotten. A great way to celebrate our American 
democracy and the right to vote is to join the BCBA at its Law Day event.
 
The BCBA’s Law Day event is scheduled for May 2, 2014, at the Renaissance Hotel, 

1617 SE 17th Street, Fort Lauderdale, at 12 noon. Our keynote speaker will be The Florida Bar’s President 
Eugene Pettis.
 
To register or for more information, visit our website at www.browardbar.org/
calendar. You can also contact Felicia Zayne via email at felicia@browardbar.
org or via phone at 954-832-3618.   

American Democracy and the Rule of Law:  
Why Every Vote Matters

NEED AN EXPERIENCED 
APPELLATE ATTORNEY? 

 
Lane Weinbaum, Esq. 

Former Assistant Attorney General, Criminal Appeals Division 
 

REFERRAL FEES PAID PURSUANT TO BAR RULES 
 

Affordable Rates 
Available to Consult, Ghostwrite, Co-Counsel or  

Lead in Appeals & Provide Trial Support to Attorneys. 
 

 

Call Today 954-903-3660 
Broward County 

 
Available for Consultation 

500 E. Broward Blvd., Suite 1710, Fort Lauderdale, FL 33394 
www.WeinbaumAppellateLaw.com      info@weinbaumpa.com 

Law Day
Broward County Bar Association 

Luncheon
Friday, May 2, 2014 • 12 Noon

Keynote Speaker: Eugene K. Pettis
Renaissance Hotel 

1617 S.E. 17th St. • Ft. Lauderdale 
$35 members/$45 non-members

Judiciary – complimentary for BCBA members
Sponsorship Opportunities

•	 Liberty	Sponsor:	$1,000;	(Includes	8	Lunch	Tickets)
•	 Justice	Sponsor:	$500;	(Includes	4	Lunch	Tickets)
•	 Freedom	Sponsor:	$250;	(2	Lunch	Tickets)

All Sponsors Receive
Name	in	the	Law	Day	Program	•	Name	displayed	on	

signage	at	event	•	Barrister	Advertisement

For	Event	and	Sponsorship	information,	contact
Felicia	Zayne	at	felicia@browardbar.org	or	954-832-3618
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www.bipc.com/fowlerwhitemerger

Your Florida Law Firm Just Got

More Valuable, More Connected.
Fowler White Boggs is delighted to announce its merger with 
national law firm Buchanan Ingersoll & Rooney PC. This combination 
will enhance the services, efficiencies and experience that our clients 
have come to expect from both firms. Together, we offer: 

• Nearly 530 attorneys and 
government relations 
professionals dedicated to client 
service excellence

• 138 attorneys ranked in 
The Best Lawyers in America®

• 80 first-tier metropolitan rankings 
in US News & World Report 

• Focused industry depth and 
national resources that cater to 
the region’s high growth sectors 

• Six Florida office locations—
including Miami— 
and 12 offices along the East 
Coast and San Diego

California | Delaware | Florida | New Jersey | New York | North Carolina | Pennsylvania | Virginia | Washington, DC
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calendar of eventsApril
CLE - Meet Trustees Robin Weiner and 
Kenneth Welt
12:00 pm - 1:30 pm
Cost: $15 Members - $25 Non-members; 
No Fee – BCBA Judiciary
Venue: BCBA Conference Room
Contact: Felicia Zayne
Contact Info: felicia@browardbar.org or 
954.832.3618
Register For Event: http://www.
browardbar.org/event-registration/?ee=71

YLS Breakfast with the Judges #3
8:30am
Venue: Broward County Courthouse 
Library
Contact: Eric Rosen at esr@kulaw.com

North Broward Section Luncheon
12:00 pm – 1:30pm
Cost: $20 members ($25 for non-
members)
Venue: Champps Americana
Address: 6401 N. Andrews Avenue, Ft. 
Lauderdale, FL 33309
Contact: Tom Oates at 954.942.6500 ext. 3

CLE - Double Jeopardy- How an Expert 
Makes a Good Case Bad or a Bad Case 
Better?
12:00 pm - 1:30 pm
Cost: $15 Members - $25 Non-members; 
No Fee – BCBA Judiciary
Venue: BCBA Conference Room
Contact: Felicia Zayne
Contact Info: felicia@browardbar.org or 
954.832.3618
Register For Event: http://www.
browardbar.org/event-registration/?ee=84

“Bar at the Bar” in Davie
5:30 -7:30pm
Venue:  Round Up Country Western Club
Address: 9020 W State Road 84, Davie, 
Florida 33324
Description: Member networking event - 
Free drink ticket and appetizers
Contact: Felicia Zayne
Contact Info: felicia@browardbar.org or 
954.832.3618

Raising the Bar 2014
8:30 am-5:30 pm
Cost: $125 BCBA Members - $150 Non-
members; No Fee – BCBA Judiciary. 
Sponsorships Available
Venue: Renaissance Hotel - Fort 
Lauderdale
Contact: Felicia Zayne
Contact Info: felicia@browardbar.org or 
954.832.3618
Register For Event: http://www.
browardbar.org/event-registration/?ee=83

YLS Elections
12:00 pm
Description: Luncheon
Venue: Tower Club
Address: 100 SE Third Avenue, One 
Financial Plaza, Regions Bank Bldg, 28th 
Floor,Fort Lauderdale, FL 33394

Women Leaders in The Law- General 
Counsel and Networking Reception 
(Part 1 of 3)
4:00 pm - 6:30 pm
Cost: $25 Members - $35 Non-members; 
No Fee – BCBA Judiciary or $65 Member - 
$90 Non-member for the Series. 
Venue: BCBA Conference Room
Contact: Felicia Zayne
Contact Info: felicia@browardbar.org or 
954.832.3618
Register For Event: http://www.
browardbar.org/event-registration/?ee=91
Register For the Series: http://www.
browardbar.org/event-registration/?ee=90

 5:30 – 7:30pm
Venue: Royal Pig Pub and Kitchen on Las 
Olas in Fort Lauderdale
Description: Member Networking 
Event – Free drink ticket and discounted 
appetizers.
Contact: Felicia Zayne
Contact Info: Felicia@browardbar.org or 
954.832.3618

2

4

8

9

10

11

11

17

23

24

28

CLE - Ins and Outs of DUI School - West 
Broward Luncheon with Judge Levenson
12:00 pm - 1:30 pm
Venue: BCBA Conference Room
Contact: Felicia Zayne
Contact Info: felicia@browardbar.org or 
954.832.3618
Register For Event: http://www.
browardbar.org/event-registration/?ee=80

CLE - IRA Real Estate Luncheon Seminar 
(in Plantation)
12:00 pm -1:30 pm
Venue: Duffy’s Sports Grill
Address: 811 S University Drive in 
Planation
Contact: Felicia Zayne
Contact Info: felicia@browardbar.org or 
954.832.3618
Register For Event: http://www.
browardbar.org/event-registration/?ee=85


